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TAMI KING, VETERANS SERVICE
OFFICER/DEPARTMENT HEAD

MARCH 2024




Veteran Service Office
Employees

Tami King
Gillespie County Veterans Service Officer
Department Head
U. S. Navy, Retired

VA Accredited Representative - Texas Veterans Commission,
VFW, American Legion & National County Veterans Service Officers
Association
(Start Date: 13 March 2007 — Retiring 30 Sep 2024)

Ryan White
Assistant, County Veterans Service Officer

U.S. Navy, Retired (Start Date: 7 Aug 2023)
VA Accredited Representative - Texas Veterans Commission




Veterans Service Office

NEW Location as of April 2021
Gillespie County Annex 3

95 Frederick Rd., Suite 200

Fredericksburg, TX 78624

Tele: 830-997-3758 (FAX) 830-997-3245

Email: tking@gillespiecounty.org or
rwhite@gillespiecounty.org

Monday — Friday: Call for appointment

This is a Gillespie County Office and we are restricted
to clients who reside in Gillespie County.




GILLESPIE COUNTY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE

As of 30 Sep 2022

*Veterans population: 2,300 (not included in total: Veterans and
Surviving Spouses that do not use VA Health Care or
who do not receive VA monetary payments)

Annual Amount paid to Veterans & Surviving Spouses for
Compensation or Pension:

$15,359,000.00

(Monies that go into the pockets of Veterans & Families)

Annual Amount expended on VA Healthcare for Veterans:

$9,987,000.00

-TOTAL VA EXPENDITURES FOR GILLESPIE COUNTY:
$26,019,000.00




AGN OSED WITH A
STROKE? WHAT WILL YOU




logs,

o | Retiré” ilitary: ( F staten "t; Is there an

election for the SurV| enﬂi' 'Plan (SBP); Who is identified on

the Arrears of Pay designation; Do you have access or know

> the password for the MyPay Account;




I at medical
le (multiple
stos.

* Did the Vetes duty, or diagnosed with any

chronic medical condit

~ ® Do you have a list of ALL prior Marital information for Veteran & Spouse?

. Dates/Locations of Marriage & Death/Divorce & Names
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r 30% or higher — Spouse eligible for Aid & Attendance (extra money in disability compensation






WHAI NEEDS 10 BE ON -yr_ VETERAN'S
DEATR CERNIEICATE #¢ e

1. SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY

THAT IS THE PRIMARY, ”H(“DJ\F" OR

- CONTRIBU IJJ\ G CAUSE OF DEATH.
PN, CAUSE OF DEATH IS UNKNOWN,
g MAY NEED AN AUTOPSY.




Veteran can be eligi ce-Connected Disability and

~ the VA Pension Program, but will only receive the benefit that

~ pays the highest amount.




ealth care,
‘messages to

this account?

* 50% SC or higher: |

~ ® Are Health Care Power of Aﬂofﬂn;y. and Health Directive on file with the VA

health system AND all Private doctors and Hospitals??




Service Connected or hi

ic to care
th plus health

insurance

® 3 Levek Care: Primary Care Team, G EM Team, Home Based

~ Primary Care

If Veteran is 100% or Individual Unemployability: Free Dental Care




COUNTY VSO’s AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES DO NOT HAVE ACCESS

TO VA HEALTH INFORMATION

Do you have a Long-Term Care Polic

° If Retired Militar «and Express Scripts

work? What hapr 2ns wi | age 6. ‘and it requires you enroll in

e

Medicare Part B and you now have Tricare for Life? Do you have accounts

set-up for both of you for Tricare and Express Scripts?



__f* dccess
' SC disability

°* Do youu file with a local funeral

O home (can pre-pay ; National Cemetery ourial ophons, Monetary burial

O  benefits; Headstones & Markers, Military Honors; Presidential Memorial
Certificate



SURVIVOR BENEFITS

'MAKE SURE YOU/ALREADY KNOW TH
“ BENEFITS LONG BEFORE THE VETERAN DIES

é’i Tl




* Confirm witk the V! 1. If y 'b';eviously met with a
VSO, there may be SC disabilities that should listed on the DEATH CERTIFICATE
as primary or secondary or contributing conditions to the death




* Substitut g claim;

O ®* Accrued Cl"i f there were fund 2 o eteran before they died.

-~ * Month of Death & Non-SC Burial may be auto-processed by the VA
o




ations

ility based

* They r w Is or to request burial in

a National
~ ® Establish a file with a Funeral Home with your selections and a copy of your

DD-214 and tell them you are a Disabled Veteran.




in any

2d, you can order a

Marker tc

) * Each cemetery has groups that provide Military Honors.

® Service at the Cemetery: 30 minutes at a covered Pavilion or graveside which is

< restricted to 6 persons.




'f is an office file




DEPENDENCY ANDINDEIVINITY
COIVIPENS AHQJUJ )

J ) ] a rs
training,
or inactive of Veterans

-~ who died fr_d' their ser\ -connected disabilities.
@



DIC VETERAN REQUIREIVIENTS

Must

In the Lin of Du

NO" due fo own Wi"fUI MiSd'or

Not due to Wrongful Death (spouse cannot murder Veteran!)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If the veteran died of a Presumptive condition, even if the veteran never files a VA claim or did and did not file for the presumptive condition, the surviving spouse can file for DIC and win.  The presumptive condition does not have to be the main cause of death if it contributed to the cause of death it counts, you may need a nexus letter or the medical records to show this .



23: enrolled

* Continu -time school, or

* Married for at least one ~_ Helpless Child

year or longer




DIC SURVIVING SPOUSE RATES IF frJﬁ \/ ITERAN DIED
ON OR AFTER JANUARY' 1, 1995, OR DUE 10 A
SERVICE-CONNECTED CAUSE Dr DEATH:

._ ._.“

© * AID & ATTENDANCE: ADD $399.54 (Needing assistance with

7 bathing, dressing and medication management)




DIC AND REINRED IMILITARY SURVIVOR BENEFIT
PLAN

p

Effective January 1, 2023, there is no longer

| an offset between DIC and SBP for Surviving




VA SURVIVOR PENSION ELIGIBILITY

must have been atieast one day auring a
period of war.

Was Not

prograr

- * All monies are tax free
()




LA

COUNITABLE INCOIVIE

e * Royalty pa e

- * Long Term Care Payments

PR Sty
i




® Loans or Re

* Interest from US Savings Bond 'S"dmptions




VA PENSION NEI' WORITH



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Net Worth

Net worth includes assets such as: 
Bank accounts
Stocks
Bonds 
Mutual funds 
Annuities 
Any property other than your residence and a reasonable lot area. 

Notes of Importance:
 All net worth MUST be reported. VA will determine whether claimant’s assets are of a sufficiently large amount that the claimant could live off of them for a reasonable period of time.
If a claim has been denied due to excessive income or net worth the survivor can reapply if his/her income drops below the cap. 
The maximum annual death pension payment for survivors is much less than the maximum annual pension payment for Veterans. 

Reference:
http://www.benefits.va.gov/pension/spousepencalc.asp



'BE CHANGED TO
L INSURANCE, ETC.)

3. APPLY FOR SBP-SURVIVOR BENEFIT PLAN (IF ELECTED) &
ARREARS OF PAY;
4. OBTAIN A NEW SURVIVOR DEPENDENT ID CARD
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